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Meet Sandra

Opening Doors, Building Community

Sandra Castanedd’s move from
Colombia to the US. in 2019 was more
than a PCS - it was the opening of a
door in her legal career.

After more than a decade practicing
corporate and commercial law in
Colombia, Sandra came to the USS. with
her active duty husband to earn her
LLM. Determined to continue practicing
law, she passed the D.C. Bar and began
building a successful in-house career.
Today, she serves as Corporate
Counsel at Amazon, supporting the
Amazon Leo Ground Infrastructure
Services team. Along the way, she has
worked at Marriott International and
Park Hotels & Resorts, and she has
shared her knowledge as an adjunct
professor teaching Contracts at
George Mason University and with
American University's summer
program for attorneys interested in
hospitality law.

“I've always enjoyed
transactional and commercial
law because it combines legal
strategy with business
problem-solving. I love working
closely with business teams,
negotiating deals, and helping
bring complex projectes to life.”

During her husband's deployment,
Sandra was searching for a community
who understood the unique challenges
of practicing low while navigating
military life - and found just that when
she joined MSJDN in 2021.

Sandra credits her military family’s
journey with shaping her career and
her perspective.

“Military life isn't always
easy, but it's taught me
resilience, adaptability, and
the value of having a strong
support network.”

At home, Sandra and her huslbband stay
busy with their 13 year-old child and two
cats, Bella and Mabel, who “keep life
entertaining.” When she’s not practicing
law, you'l likely find her staying active
through cycling, Pilates, Solidcore
classes, or a Tonal workout.

Reflecting on the path that brought her
from Colombia to a thriving in-house
career in the United States, Sandra
remains grateful for every step of the
journey - and for the community she
found along the way.

“Moving to a new country, earning my
LLM, passing the D.C. Bar, and building
an in-house legal career has been an
incredible journey,” she says. “I'm
always happy to connect with other
attorneys and share experiences.”

Scan QR Code to
connect with Sandra
on LinkedIn:




